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MFP-060  
Interviewee:  Hattie Jordan  
Interviewer: Sarah Blanc and Khama Weatherspoon 
Date: September 24, 2010 
 
 

B: We’re recording? 

Deborah Hendrix: You are. 

Marna Weston: You’re live. 

B: Oh, goodness.  

W: We’re live? 

B: All right. Ready? Power five, power five? All right, let’s do this. Okay. 

J: I want to see if that happens after the interview is over. 

B: Good morning. This is Sarah Blanc and Khama Weatherspoon and we are in 

Ruleville, Mississippi with Ms. Hattie Jordan. It’s September 24, 2010. Ms. 

Jordan, could we start with some details about your early life and where you 

grew up?  

J:  Well, as you said, I’m Hattie Robinson Jordan. I was born in Morgan City and, at 

the age of two, my family moved to Doddsville, Mississippi, about five miles from 

south of here. Stayed there until I finished high school and finished college. I 

went to DII Institute, which was the first black high school in Doddsville, and 

really in the whole state of Mississippi for high school students. When that school 

went out, then they opened up a school here in Ruleville: Ruleville Central High. 

And I came there in the ninth grade. Finished there in 1962, went to Natchez 

Junior College, which is a religious college, where I continued my religious 

background. After two years there, I came to Mississippi Valley State, finished 

there, and went to Michigan State for some additional studies, Delta State 



MFP-060; Jordan; Page 2 
	  

[inaudible 01:43]. Taught school for thirty-two years in social studies, which I 

really loved, which I really enjoyed, and I hope that I made an impact on some 

children life. Also during that time, I was hired at Rosedale High, which was the 

all-white school in 1967, and I helped integrate it, that school, as the first black 

teacher at Rosedale High School. Then I went to Shelby, where I did most of my 

teaching there. 

B: At Shelby High School? 

J: Retired in 1998, after thirty-two years of teaching. And, after retiring, I went back 

on the 82 Days Program and taught for five years. In 1993, I was elected to the 

Board of Aldermen, here in Ruleville. Served on various organizations; is 

President of the Women’s Association of the Sunflower County General 

Association. Also served as Matron of the Heralds of Jericho, and there are other 

things that I do. I’m a member of the Deerfield Missionary Baptist Church in 

Doddsville, which I’ve been all of, all of my life. Enjoyed staying in Mississippi. 

Always thought, when I was growing up, that when I got grown I would do two 

things: leave my daddy’s house and leave Mississippi. And lo and behold, I never 

did either one of them. [Laughter] My father stayed with me, and my objective 

was, we were raised up on Eastland Plantation, and education became that 

mechanism that I would use to not only to better my condition, but also better my 

family condition. After finishing at Valley State, in seven months, I had gotten 

them off the plantation, bought a house on Fannie Lou Hamer Drive, and moved 

them off the plantation. And that was my goal. There wasn’t anyone but my father 

and my sister at that time. So, not only was I concerned about helping myself, but 
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also wanted to help my family, who was on that plantation. Thanks be to God that 

I did it.  

B: Throughout your education, you primarily studied religion, or did you study social 

sciences?  

J:  Social studies.  

B: Okay. And— 

J: I was reared—my father wasn’t too religious, but my mother was very religious. I 

was reared in the church and I knew the importance of God, and His leadership 

and guidance. Of course, when I went to college and came out, as all of us 

sometimes do, strayed away, away from the Church. But He said what, trained 

up a child in the way it would go: and when he becomes old, he will not depart. 

So I came back, because I had that foundation. And going to Natchez Junior 

College, which was a religious college, you know, that also had an impact.  

B:  And what, particularly, brought you back to the church after school?  

J: Well, I guess what brought me back was that foundation in that, foundation that 

my mother had instilled in me; that Christ was important. Then, as I said, coming 

from that plantation and, as I tell people, my father wore patches on patches. He 

didn’t have too much. Then, when you looked at where you come from and 

where you end up, then you know that it was God that was in the mix.  

B:  When you were involved in the integration of Rosedale High School, how were 

you received as the first black teacher there?  

J: Not very well. That was in 1967. I was the only black teacher and I had one black 

student in the entire school. There was times when I went to the cafeteria, I had a 
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table by myself, ‘cause the teachers would not sit with me. I recall one incident, 

those doors would swing outward; they would come by and close my door. But I 

didn’t stay there too long, because I had just gotten married and became 

pregnant. I was married, now, became pregnant, but they had a policy: once you 

become pregnant, then, they terminated me. It wasn’t just blacks, that was just a 

rule of the school. And, as normal, you know, I was called nigger and racial slurs 

were made. Then there were some that were extremely nice. Children would 

leave gifts on the porch. They would go out and hunt, kill deer, and bring me 

some meat. You know, it was just, some was not as receptive during that time.  

B:  Do you remember anything about the one black student in the school?  

J:  His name was Charlie. His name was Charles, but they called him Charlie. That 

was eleventh grade, I taught eleventh grade. He was a very good student.  

B: And he did all right?  

J: Yes, he did fine. As I said, I left, but I’m sure he finished school.  

B: And how was it, conducting class in the social studies class?  

J: Well, there was one unique—they did well in class. One time I had study hall and 

it was amazing. Those children would come in and they would read. And there 

was times that they would sit there and read and do their work.  

B:  When you transferred from the black school to the white high school, did you 

notice a big difference in the resources?  

J: The white school was the first school that—no, it was the second. ‘Cause I came 

out of college when I went to Michigan State. While I was there, and that’s when 

they called me, and I had just gotten out of college. I was teaching in Sumner 



MFP-060; Jordan; Page 5 
	  

that year and then I went to Rosedale. And you was asking about the supplies . . 

. ? 

B: Yes, the resources.  

J: Well, the building was different, because if you go to Ruleville Junior High, which 

was the white school here, then that whole building is different from Ruleville 

Central High. The halls are wider and they have more facilities. Of course, you 

had more then you had at the black school. May not have been because of the 

state, it may have been because of the parents. Because we found out that white 

individuals had more to contribute to the school financially, and also support, 

than blacks would do.  

B: How was your journey to become an alderman, how did that start?  

J:  Well, the mayor that is now Ms. Shirley Edwards, was the alderman for Ward 3, 

and she went and ran for mayor. So, when she ran for mayor, then I ran for 

alderman and I didn’t have too much opposition. This was a predominantly black 

ward and we had a white lady running, so we didn’t have any problem. Then after 

that, the next time, I didn’t have any competition at all, no one ran against me. 

Then the next two times that I ran, I had some, but didn’t have any serious 

problems.  

B: Okay, and what would you say is your biggest accomplishment in your time as an 

alderman?  

J: Well, I guess the biggest accomplishment is that Fannie Lou Hamer Memorial 

Garden. I did make some other contributions because, as an elected official, 

that’s how I got involved in the Fannie Lou Hamer Garden. Because people 
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would come, and being an elected official, I thought that you were supposed to 

be visible and you’re supposed to be out there, so to speak. So, as individuals 

would come, I was at the city hall one day, and there was a group going to the 

garden. So, I escorted them out—which, they were looking for the mayor—but I 

was there. I always be at the right time, right place, at the wrong time or the right 

time, either way you want to look at it. But I was there and I carried them out. And 

from then on, as they would come, I would find myself out there, and I made a 

promise to them that one day you would come out there and you wouldn’t have 

to stand in the ants, and you wouldn’t have to stand where the sun is beaming 

down on your head. Well, my goal was, I guess, kind of small, but as I talked to 

the loaning agencies, see, and asked for a grant. Well, they said, well, we have a 

$100,000 self-help grant. So we applied for that through the city. That would only 

provide supplies. That grant bought all of the supplies, nothing for labor at all. 

And, not bragging on myself—you know, I can raise money. So I started begging 

and I started asking people to make contributions. They began to make 

churches, individuals—we didn’t get as much support from peoples in Ruleville 

as we should have. But, from individuals that knew Ms. Hamer, individuals that 

had a love for Ms. Hamer and wanted to see things happening, contributed. Now, 

I did encounter a problem because, as you know, peoples have always been 

selling, doing things for Ms. Hamer, but nothing has come where people could 

say, I see this. I don’t know what they did with the money, maybe they put it in 

the pocket or did something else with it. So, as I began the campaign for finance, 

a lot of them here in Ruleville said, well, we have given this, and peoples have 
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been selling t-shirts, been selling books, been doing all of this in name of Ms. 

Hamer and nothing has been done. So I had to tell them, well, trust me. Trust me 

and we would do what we said we were going to do with the money. I was under 

the impression, if people like you from Florida, from all over the United States—

even, we had a group coming from Alaska one time. If those people can honor a 

person from Ruleville, certainly Rulevillans should have done something to say 

we appreciate what you have done and we are carrying on your life and legacy. 

So, that’s how I started. When we started, we had the opening in 2007 and we 

had over a hundred peoples out there for the first event. But, when 2009 came 

and we was almost finishing, we were left with seven or eight dedicated 

individuals that started at the beginning and stayed with us. Two peoples that I’m 

eternally grateful to would be my neighbor Minister Vester Lobbins and Mr. 

Caesar Smith. Those were the two mens that knew about contracting and they 

led us in the building of the foundation. If you look at that dome at the top of that 

pavilion, we couldn’t get a crane to carry that dome up there. Those two mens 

put that dome on their back and carried it all the way to the top. Ms. Allie and I, 

religious folks, out there saying, Lord protect them. Lord help them, you know, 

come on down, because we thought, if they had fallen then they would not have 

been any more good the rest of their life. But God sustained them and they got 

that dome up. And they was influential. We had some others that were there, so, 

those individuals. We have to take that $15,000 that we had raised to pay them, 

to compensate. Well, we took $15,000 in labor money that, if we had contracted 

it out, would have cost something like $87,000. So, we put a $115,000 in that 
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project and built it. And it would have been a $200,000 project. Now Bob Eily, 

who was the engineer, in those grants, they write their money into those grants. 

He had $11,500 written in, for his engineering fee. South Delta had $3,000 

written in for their administrative fee. Bob Ely gave his back to the organization. 

But what happened instead, I wasn’t thinking, what I should have asked them to 

do was to give us that $11,000 and put in our account. But what he did, he gave 

it back to South Delta. So that meant that that money just got intertwined into 

Soft Delta money. In my thinking now, after you finish, you look back and say, 

now, if $11,000 was put into that project, then we should have gotten $11,000 

additional things out there. But we only got what we originally started with. So 

that money got kind, you know, entwined into that South Delta money.  

B: When he wrote that money back into South Delta, did he intend for it to go back 

to you?  

J: Well, it was intended to go to the project. But, like I said, we had an account, that 

$15,000 was in the account and if we had put that $11,000 in, then we could 

have either paid that on supplies or we could have gone on and got that 

announcement board or some additional things put out there. And right now, Mr. 

Hanlon is working on the statue, that’s Phase II. They said they have raised 

something like nearly $25,000, but this is going to cost something like $105,000 

or more, that statue of her. So, that’s the next thing that we are going to do. We 

also have a collection box out there where individuals, if they would come, and 

everybody come, would make a donation. Now, they say she loved roses. We 

were intended to go out there where those flowers are that have died, maybe, 
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and put some roses there. If we get some money, then we can use that money to 

keep the grave site going and add to the grave site. On October 6, the city has 

declared that as Fannie Lou Hamer Day, resolution from the city is supposed to 

have been written, and we are going to commemorate her life and legacy on 

October 6. Asking the schools to do something, asking the churches to do, and 

this is to educate our peoples. I think Ruleville people do not appreciate or do not 

know Ms. Fannie Lou Hamer as they should know her. People like you know her 

and what she has done. But, as Jesus said, you get no honor where? At home. 

Peoples at home don’t honor you like peoples away. So, we want to educate the 

young people about what Ms. Fannie Lou Hamer has done. What we want to 

focus on would be, what? Housing. Because, as you know, it is said that those 

houses in this area, down Fannie Lou Hamer and adjacent to that, that she 

donated the first two hundred dollars to help those people get lots. Another 

emphasis, as she emphasized, would be economic growth. You may not know, 

but at first, she had a little garment factory down to Doddsville, where an 

individuals would go and sew. So, they would teach individuals how to work. The 

Freedom Farm, which was land that she had—and that gravesite is a part of 

Freedom Farm land—that she would raise gardens, she would raise pigs and 

hogs, as we called them, and it is said that she would give you a female and a 

male pig and you raise it. Then, when the pigs reproduce, then you would give 

back to the pig farm. So, she fed individuals. Another thing that we would focus 

on would be education. The Fannie Lou Hamer Daycare is still here. So, she 

emphasized education. I think that she is probably responsible for Ruleville 
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Central High staying the high school and not the Junior High, ‘cause she fought 

for education. So, we were emphasized education. Last but not least, political 

involvement. As you know, she believed in voter registration and she believed 

that, if you could vote, then you had a part in the political system. She 

emphasized voting. And I just wonder, what accomplishments have we made to 

quality political advancement? Sometimes, now, we don’t concentrate on peoples 

in office that’s gonna make a difference.  

B: And the statue, where is that statue going to go in the park?  

J: It’s going to go between the pavilion and the gravesite.  

W: Mrs. Jordan, you spoke about that the citizens of Ruleville don’t appreciate Mrs. 

Fannie Lou Hamer as they should. Why do you think that is? 

J: Well, as I said, activities are not being given. Emphasis is not being placed. Like, 

when Negro history week is, then Martin Luther King is always mentioned. When 

we was doing the project out there, we had to beg, we had to plead, with peoples 

that just come out and many of them did not. Most of the money that we raised 

did not come from Ruleville, it came from other places. And very little is being 

done. And she’s been dead what, thirty-something years.  

W: [19]86? 

J: Thirty-some years. And she laid out there with nothing but that little gravesite. 

Nobody did anything to say, this is her. Now, recently, we have been doing 

things, like the post office bears her name. They named a street after her 

recently. And then, if you go uptown, with the cancer center that they just opened 

up, they have, greeting from Ruleville, Mississippi.  I just noticed that yesterday 
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as I walked out of the drug store, that there’s a picture of her, I’m sick and tired of 

being sick and tired, and they emphasize registration. So, Ruleville is beginning 

to do some things to say, thank you and we appreciate what you’ve done. But 

just say that, when Ms. Hamer died, if Ruleville had tapped in on what she stood 

for, what she had been working for—now, Ms. Hamer put Ruleville on the map. 

And then, if Ruleville had done what they were supposed to have done for Ms. 

Hamer, then Ruleville would have continued Ms. Hamer legacy. You understand 

what I’m saying?  

W: Yes ma’am. 

J: Her legacy. 

W: Why do you think it took so long to finally erect the monuments and start building 

things to recognize her, given that she died several decades ago? 

J: I really can’t answer that. I guess maybe it just weren’t time. I’m a firm believer 

that things happen in God’s time. It was just time. I guess I was that person to 

step up to the plate for that monument. Not giving me any praise or glory, but it’s 

the peoples that are behind you. One person can’t do anything. But you have to 

connect yourself with other people. And you have to be a type of person that, 

you’re not looking for fame or glory; you are looking for a destiny. It wasn’t about 

Hattie Jordan, it was about Ms. Fannie Lou. And I know all I was doing was out 

there calling folks and talking and trying to get them to work. But it was those six 

or seven people, those two mens, really, that really caused that project to be out 

there. Without them, we wouldn’t have known what to do, we wouldn’t have 

known how to do it. But, because we had those two contractors that stepped up 
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to the plate, then we were able to do it. And we have people like Mr. Eddie 

Charles, we had people like Mr. Willy Burton, the Tiggs, Ms. Bobby Allie, along 

with those two contractors. And they stayed with us continuously.  

B: As a teacher, do you think that the schools now are doing enough to educate 

kids about what happened in their community?  

J: Well, I’m not sure, but they supposed to be teaching Civil Rights, but I still don’t 

think that they are doing as much as should be done or can be done. But some 

impact is being made. We had a visitor to come and they went to the school, and 

they said, the children didn’t really know in Indianola and in other places, didn’t 

know who Ms. Fannie Lou was—you know, in essence. They know the name, 

but in depth.  

B: How does your community represent themselves voting? Would you just that 

there’s a big voter turnout?  

J: Yes.  

B: So, a lot of political activism still?  

J: Yeah, but I still don’t think that they place an emphasis on the right thing. A lot of 

time, people look at who can, I guess, give you some money. Who can give you 

some fish, who can set up the best tables, right? It doesn’t make any difference 

whether you like a person or not. If that person can make a political contribution, 

then that’s the person should be there. It doesn’t make any difference whether 

you white, black, blue or green. You should be looking at that person that is 

going to represent your town and your city to the best of their abilities. And many 

times, I don’t think that that’s happened. We can’t get peoples to realize that, if 
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I’m out there running for office, and if I had money and I’m able to give you five 

hundred dollars, then after I’ve given you that five hundred dollars, then I have 

paid you. And I think that peoples like Ms. Fannie Lou, Martin Luther King and 

others, have fought too hard and given too much for individuals to sell their 

political contribution and their vote. You know, lightly. I think it should be taken 

very seriously. If you find a good candidate there, then you should work for that 

candidate and not be expecting, what can I get in return other than good 

leadership and excellent representation there. And me being a social studies 

teacher, you know, I emphasize that you ought to make sure that your elected 

officials become accountable. They ought to be visible. And they ought to be 

accountable. And you should be involved in telling them what you want them to 

do. Now, they can’t do everything that you want them to do, but they should listen 

to the peoples.  

B:  Yesterday we drove around the area and we saw some of the houses that were 

imperative to the movement. What do you think the future is, of preserving these 

historical sites?  

J: Well, they’re making progress, but I don’t think that many people realize the 

importance of preserving history. Many times they just go in and what, tear them 

down. There was a store right there on the corner, you know, where [inaudible 

27:56] had. There was a building that had been there, so it came dilapidated, so 

they just tore it down instead of saying, well, can we preserve? But now there are 

steps that are being taken because there’s a house, there’s a building there on 

the corner, the diagnostic center that Mr. Marlow has made into the Diagnostic 
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Center, and it was an old house. They Townsend house he’s bought and he’s 

preserving that. So, you do see some progress being made in preserving history, 

in keeping old things. And you see some cleaning up. So, Ruleville is really 

progressing, now.  

B: Yesterday we visited the hospital where Ms. Hamer passed away, and Ms. Block 

mentioned something about preserving it, turning it into a museum. Do you know 

anything about that?  

J:  Well, no, I remember that hospital and I know it’s been sitting there kind of vacant 

for years. They don’t want to tear it down, but that would be a good thing for a 

museum or something. And Mound Bayou, you know, is a black historical town 

and it used to be booming and I’m sure that they are working to preserve their 

history.  

B: They certainly had the ant problem that you mentioned earlier.  

J:  Oh, yeah. That just goes along with the Delta, ants and mosquitoes.  

B:  And you said you’re involved with the Heralds of Jericho in the community? 

J: Yes. 

B:  And have they done any projects?  

J: Well, this is really kind of like a religious organization. Until I became the matron, 

I really just thought they met and did the little rituals. But hopefully, under my 

leadership, we’re beginning to—we had a community activity, we adopted a 

patient at the Care-In, so we’ll be doing some community activities and trying to 

carry the community along and do some things. But now, one disadvantage there 

is, most of us are kind of elderly. These are womens that have been in this 
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organization for years. But we haven’t been able to draw any young peoples. 

That’s what all of these organization need: young people. So, when I step off the 

scene, when others step off the scene, then you have peoples that are qualified, 

peoples that are anxious to carry on what has been started. And, if Ms. Hamer 

had had—she did have—but if she had peoples around her that was concerned 

about carrying on what she stood for, then automatically, Ruleville would be more 

enhanced with the things that she was doing. Because she would bring clothes, 

she would bring in—needs, whatever the peoples’ needs were, she tried to 

address. Don’t mean any harm, but I think most of us have become self-

centered. You know, as long as I have a nice house, as long as I have a nice car, 

as long I’m needed, then I’m satisfied. And we are losing our what? Young folks. 

Because of the complacency of me and others. But all we need to do is just 

reach out. You know, when I was coming up, they said it took a village to raise a 

child. And that village really did raise those children, because if an adult saw me 

doing something, that adult could catch me by the hand and chastise me or tell 

my mama and daddy. Then I was in double trouble. But see, now, you can’t 

hardly say anything to the children, because what? Parents are condoning, 

sometimes, the actions of children.  

B: And is there a lot of outreach from your church? You said you were very involved 

in your church. 

J:  Well, I come from a small—it’s still out there on the plantation. And, as you know, 

some of those churches are really suffering from membership because they don’t 

have any small children. But, sometimes, I think I need to join a church in town, 
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but I’ve been there all of my life and you know how we are. We like to stay where 

we are. But the smaller churches are having problems, but the larger churches 

are still evangelizing and doing missionary work.  

B:  So, you still go out to the plantation to go to church? 

J:  Yes.  

B: What was it like living there?  

J: Well, it was difficult because, what you did? You chopped cotton and you picked 

cotton. But then there were value that were taught that has been lost now. As I 

said, we lived on that plantation and you knew that people were concerned about 

each other. When we finished our field, or when others finished their field, you 

would see other people put the hoe in the back and they would come and help 

you. But now, you don’t have that closeness and concern for each other as you 

had then. ‘Cause, I guess, all of us on pretty much the same what? Level. They 

didn’t have anything, we didn’t have anything, so we understood each other. Now 

peoples have gotten, God has blessed us to get two nickels and now we have 

said, I am concerned about myself and not about, you know, anyone else. When 

I was in college, I remember there was a family. They didn’t have much, but 

every time I come home, they would give me a dollar or two dollars. That was a 

great compliment during that time. But now, you know, a dollar, two dollars is not 

much but it was the thought that counted. And if people got sick, people were 

right there. So, morals are gone. People live quality life in front of the children. 

Same things you didn’t let children see you do, some things you didn’t let 

children hear you say. We didn’t have a lot of TV, so, therefore, the family life 
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wasn’t not what? Corrupt as it is now. It was hard living on the plantation 

because you didn’t where your next dollar was coming from. But also, at the 

same time, there was a certain unity among those people. That you knew, if you 

got in trouble, that your neighbor would come to your aid and your rescue. Now 

you don’t have that. Now you have to pay folks, you have to beg them. And 

sometimes they don’t even do what you asked them to do. But you didn’t have to 

pay individuals for everything that they did. They were just willingly to give.  

B: And when did you realize that you were going to leave and move away from 

there?  

J: Well, I didn’t move too far, now. Doddsville is just five miles, five miles away. I 

realized, as I said, when I got out of college, my goal was to get my folks off that 

plantation and that was my first goal, to buy a lot and build them a house and get 

them off the plantation, even before I concentrated on trying to build a life for 

myself. So I wanted to move them, first of all. Because, when they moved, then I 

could move also. But I couldn’t be comfortable, happy, teaching school and 

having a dollar in my pocket and knowing that my sister and daddy were still on 

that plantation and not being comfortable.  

B: And you said your sister really took on the role of a mother?  

J:  Yes, that’s right.  

B: Do you have any more questions for Ms. Jordan?  

W:  No.  

B:  Do you have anything else that you’d like to share with us?  
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J:  No, I enjoyed talking to you and just encourage you all to keep up the good work 

about Ms. Hamer. And not only Ms. Hamer, but others. And then encourage 

young people that you have a legacy. When I came out of school, the only thing 

that I could be was a teacher. That was the only thing that was pretty much open 

to us in 1962 and [19]67. But now, the sky is the limit. And I often ask myself, 

well, if I had had the opportunities that this young man has now, where would I 

be? And maybe I wouldn’t be in the condition I’m in now, ‘cause sometimes 

opportunities don’t help us unless you have a goal in my mind. I thought I would 

have accomplished more, but thank God I have accomplished what I have 

accomplished. But we’re just so happy that you have doing what you are doing 

for the cause. 

B: Well, we’re very happy that there’s a memorial in this community that we’re able 

to come and visit and we thank you for that.  

J:  And if you’re in town on the 6, at 12 o’clock, we’re gonna have a wreath-laying 

ceremony at the grave site, at 12:00. And then, at 6 o’clock, we’re gonna have a 

activity, where state, city, county people have been invited. And we’ll  be at the 

Ruleville Community House at 6 o’clock on October 6.  

B:  Well, congratulations on that. We look forward to hearing about it. Thank you 

very much, Ms. Jordon.   

W: Thank you so much, Mrs. Jordan. 

B: And this is the end of our interview. 

 

[End of interview] 
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